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composing room, while in the Monotype department there is usually
not more than one kbourer to three tradesmen. The proportion is
higher in the machine room as each machine minder, who is a skilled
man, has a semi-skilled assistant as machine feeder, but taking a print-
ing works as a whole, it is seen that unskilled labour takes a very
secondary position. These conditions do not always prevail in a
small jobbing press, where men who have not served their appren-
ticeship may be found doing the skilled work. In Oxford, however,
as throughout the country, the more important firms belong to the
Master Printers' Federation and are obliged to observe the regula-
tions agreed on by that body and the workers' unions. An old craft
in the printing trade which has now practically died out is that of
casting type by hand, but it is still retained in Oxford for special
work and is done by one or two elderly craftsmen. Several of the
printing firms in Oxford have their own type foundries. Since the
beginning of the century1 machine composition has been steadily
superseding hand composition and there are now more machine
compositors than hand compositors in Oxford.2 There is still, how-
ever, quite a good demand for the latter, particularly in the Univer-
sity Press, which undertakes very high-class book printing in many
languages and styles. The increased use of machinery has not led to
a deterioration in the position of the craftsmen, as labour used on
the Monotype machines is as highly skilled as that employed in hand
composition. In the smaller jobbing firms, however, the work pro-
duced is often old-fashioned, and outside the University Press and
one or two other presses, the standard of printing in Oxford is said
to be unprogressive.
A branch of the printing industry which in the past employed in
Oxford a number of highly skilled craftsmen is bookbinding. At the
present time about three-quarters of the people employed are women
and girls, who are engaged chiefly in publisher's binding. Letter-
press binding is the only section of the trade which is done by skilled
labour. Some very good work is still done in this branch, although
the richer covering materials, such as pigskin, morocco, and calf, are
rapidly being superseded by cloth and buckram. Binding for the
Bodleian and the college libraries is now almost entirely confined to
the cheaper coverings, and most of the opportunities for exercising
real craftsmanship come in the repairing and restoration of old
volumes.
1  Monotype machine composition was introduced into the University Press in 1903.
2  According to the 1931 census, the figures for Oxford C.B. were Hand 139, Machine